cee 


In the late 1860s, 
some Southerners 
who were still 
unhappy in the out- | 
come of the Civil 
War and fearful for 
the future left the 
United States to 
seek their fortunes 
in Brazil. 

At the invitation 
of Brazil’ s ruler, 
they established 
towns called Americana and 
Santa Barbara in the state 
of Sao Paulo, where many of 
their descendants still 
reside. This is the backdrop 
for an interesting new book 
that gives details on this 
Lost Colony of the Confeder- 
acy and the people left 
behind. One of the Missis- 
sippi families who moved to 
Sao Paulo was headed by 
Henry Strong of 

rookhaven, 

Strong’ s daughter, Sally, 
voSTatn would never mar- 
ry after the love of her life 
perished in the war. But for 
years, during the War 
Between the States and 
after the family’ s emigra- 
tion to Brazil, she carried on 
a correspondence with a 
young man from back home, 
Tom Atkins. 

Although Sally never 
waivered while Atkins pur- 
sued her hand in marriage, 
she preserved his letters in a 


Partner becomes invisible to political friends 


Dear Abby: My 
lover, “Jim,” and I 
are gay and have 
been together for 
more than 10 years. 
Jim is deeply 
involved with 
Republican politics. 
He belongs to sever- 


Regina 
Hines 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Strong Family 
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Letters tell story of Confederates in Brazil 


small suitcase, 
which was handed 
down from genera-' 
tion to generation 
until they were 
discovered by a 
descendant, Maria 
Elisa Byington of 
| Sao Paulo. The 
result is Bying- 
ton’s book, “Let- 
ters from.a Con- 
federate Soldier 
and Others to Miss Sally 
Strong, 1862-1869.” 

“When I read the letters, 
I felt I could not just let 
them sit there for another 
100 years," she explains. 

Atkins’ letters and those 
of other friends and relatives 
of Sally Strong tell much 
about people and happen- 
ings in Brookhaven in that 
period. The author also tells 
the rest of the story — who 
Tom Atkins was and what 
happened to him after his 
correspondence with Sally. 
The history of the Strong 
family starts with Henry's 
father, Revolutionary War 
soldier John Strong, who 
lived in Copiah County, The 
book is illustrated, with fam- 
ily photographs, maps and 
photos of the original letters. 

Byington says the letters 
tell “a woman’ s story,” but it 
also provides background on 
the thoughts of feelings of 
Mississippians in the Civil 


straw. A woman 
came up to Jim 
i while we were 
7 shopping. They 
wm started to chat 
and I was ignored 
7 again. I was so 
: hurt and angry I 
mm walked out of the 


War period and its after- 
math. Order for $24.45, 
including postage and han- 
dling, from Maria E.B. 
Byington, Rua Alberto Faris 
429, Alto de Pinheiros, Sao 
Paulo, SP 05459-000 Brasil. 

ALABAMA VETERANS 

The Alabama Department 
of Archives and History is 
creating a computer data- 
base from information the 
archives has gathered on 
those who served in Alaba- 
ma units in the Civil War. - 

This may be found on the 
ADAH Web site, 
http://www.archives.state.al. 
us/civilwar/search.cfm. 

Since the early 1900s, the 
archives has maintained a 
card file on Alabama service- 
men, gathered from muster 
rolls, governors’ correspon- 
dence, newspaper clippings, 
pension records and manu- 
scripts. 

Thus far, all the data 
entry has been completed for 
people with surnames begin- 
ning with “A” and “B.” Infor- 
mation for individuals with 
surnames beginning with 
other letters will be added as 
they are completed. 

If you cannot wait for 
your surname to appear in 
the database, the card file is 
available at the archives, 
624 Washington Ave. in 
Montgomery, Ala., or write 
P.O. Box 300100, Mont- 


is afraid he will lose his sta- 
tus among his political 
cronies by admitting that 
you are a couple, so he’s 
being dishonest — with 
them, with you and himself. 
How sad for all concerned. 


gomery, Ala. 36130-0100. 

But don’t give up if your 
ancestor is not among the 
200,000 cards, as many 
records of the Army of Ten- : 
nessee were lost. Other 
resources may be available 
at the Alabama archives or 
other libraries. 

CIVIL WAR SERVICE 

Broadfoot Publishing Co., 
which specializes in Civil 
War books and materials, 
now has a service to supply 
Civil War records and unit 
histories. 

The company advertises 
quick service — one-day 
turnaround for Confederate 
records and a four-week 
turnaround for Union - 
records. 

For more prices and more 
details, check its Web site, 
www.broadfootpublishing.co 
m, or write the company at 
1907 Buena Vista Circle, 
Wilmington, N.C. 28411, or 
call, (910) 686-9591. 


Send all correspon- 
dence to this column to 
“Branches & Twigs,” The 
Mississippi Press, P.O. 
Box 849, Pascagoula, MS 
39568, or e-mail, 
brtw20@ametro.net. 


wy 


Regina Hines, city editor, 
is a certified genealogical 
record specialist. 


cated column for Universal 


Press Syndicate, Write to 
her P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles CA 90069, 
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